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St. Mark’s Parish Church,Biggin Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent, TN16 3LB
Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

Vicar - The position is vacant at this time.

Church Wardens Patrick O Sullivan 01959 572684
Caroline Budimir 01959 576093

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
9.30 am to 12 noon

Services at St. Mark’s
First Sunday in the month
10.30am All Age Worship

Other Sundays
10.30am Parish Communion

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion Service

Where Generations Meet

In recent years, society seems to have become increasingly fascinated with
placing people into neatly defined “generations.” Hardly a week goes by without
hearing someone described as a “Baby Boomer,” “Generation X,” “Millennial” or
“Gen Z,” usually accompanied by sweeping statements about attitudes,
behaviours or outlooks on life.

We are told that the “Silent Generation” valued duty and resilience, that “Baby
Boomers” are hardworking and traditional, that “Generation X" are independent
and practical, that “Millennials” seek balance and purpose, and that “Generation
Z’ are technologically fluent and socially aware. And then there are today's
Alpha and Beta generations- children growing up in a world entirely shaped by
technology.

Whilst there can sometimes be small grains of truth in these observations, labels
can also be unhelpful. They risk reducing people to stereotypes, as though the
year in which we were born somehow defines our character, our values or our
ability to relate to one another. In reality, every generation has strengths, every
generation has weaknesses, and every generation has something valuable to
offer.

Perhaps one of the saddest consequences of this labelling is that it can subtly
encourage separation. Younger people may feel older generations cannot
understand them, whilst older people may feel dismissed or left behind by a
rapidly changing world. Yet when generations genuinely spend time together,
those assumptions quickly begin to disappear.

The church, thankfully, remains one of the few places where generations still
naturally mix. Within one congregation, we may have people who remember
wartime Britain sitting alongside children who have never known life without
smartphones and the intermet. Rather than seeing these differences as barriers,
we should see them as opportunities to leam from one another, to share
experiences, and to build genuine friendships across the years.

There is something very special about a church community that brings
generations together. In a world that can sometimes seem increasingly divided
by age, interests and experience, the church remains one of the few places
where people of all generations can truly meet, share and leam from one
another.

We often hear conversations about what younger generations need from older
people - guidance, wisdom, encouragement and experience - but perhaps we
do not speak enough about what older generations gain from younger people

too: energy, fresh perspectives, laughter, curiosity and hope. Relationships
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between generations should never be one-sided; they are a gift to everyone
involved.

Afriend of mine, Dorothy, belongs to what is often called “the Silent Generation”,
while | sit firmly in the middle of Generation X, yet we have so much in common.
Despite an age gap of nearly 25 years, our shared love of music and singing
has brought us together, as have our careers in teaching. Although education
has changed greatly over the years, many of the stories we exchange could just
as easily have come from classrooms decades apart.

Dorothy is a remarkable source of knowledge about the people and history of
our local area, and | have learned so much from her memories and
experiences. My role in the friendship, meanwhile, is usually to remind her to
carry her smartphone with her in case of emergencies!

In a similar way, another friend of mine, Leanne, is more than twenty years my
junior. A fellow teacher with a love of music, and very much part of the Millennial
generation, she and | can “talk for Britain” whenever we get together. Once
again, despite the years between us, we find that our interests, passions and
outlook on life are strikingly similar.

These friendships show that while generations may span many decades, the
things that truly connect us -conversation, shared interests, music, laughter and
companionship -remain timeless.

The Bible reminds us of the value of every generation. We read, “Grey hair is a
crown of splendour; it is attained in the way of righteousness” (Proverbs 16:31).

Afew years ago, with this very idea in mind, | set up a link between Fairchildes
Primary School in New Addington, and St Mark's Church. Each week, a group
of nine and ten-year-olds travel to the church and spend the best part of an hour
sitting with some of our ladies, leaming how to knit.

Whilst knitting itself may appear to be the main objective, the children gain so
much more than simply leaming a practical skill. The conversations they have
with the ladies are unlike the conversations they have elsewhere. They leamn to
listen carefully, to enjoy the company of older people, to show patience and
respect, and most importantly, to value one another’s company.

In truth, knitting has almost become a by-product.

Itis not simply the skill of knitting that we hope they carry into adult life, but this
appreciation and interest in people who are not of their own generation. In a
society where people can so easily remain within their own age groups, these
moments matter enormously.
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Equally, the ladies themselves gain so much from the children. The laughter, the
stories from school, the endless curiosity and honesty of young people bring joy
and vitality into the group. It becomes less about teaching and more about
companionship.

It has also been lovely recently to see so many younger faces in our
congregation —both families with young children and young adults attending
independently. It has given the church a different feel and it is heart-warming to
watch the interactions between older members of our church community and
younger ones.

Young people often receive poor press coverage, and sadly there can
sometimes be a fear or misunderstanding between generations. Yet opening
opportunities for intergenerational friendships removes those barriers. Once
people begin talking, listening and laughing together, those differences no
longer seem important. The church is one of the best places for this to happen.
After all, every single one of us has something valuable to offer another person
— whether we are eight or eighty. We each carry stories, experiences,
knowledge and kindness that can enrich someone else’s life.

Perhaps this is where true community is found - in the places where generations
meet.

Jo Hussey




Licensed Lay Minister

Anne Nash — Licensed Lay Minister (LLM)

On Saturday 9" May, Anne Nash, a longstanding member of
St Mark’s Church was licensed to be a Lay Minister at
Rochester Cathedral, to work in the benefice of Biggin Hill, .

What is a Licensed Lay Minister?

A Licensed Lay Minister in the Diocese of Rochester is a lay
person who has been licensed by the Bishop to undertake
ministry in and on behalf of the church.

The types of roles, responsibility and duty of a LLM will vary
according to the gifts and abilities of the individual, the
needs of their parish or ministry setting, and the context of
their life. Training for LLM includes developing capacity in
Christian leadership and gaining knowledge and skills in
different expressions of ministry, as preparation for the
candidate’s particular situation.

The expectation is that a Licensed Lay Minister will be:

o Theologically articulate
o A reflective practitioner
o A leader alongside others in mission and ministry

Anne was one of 11 candidates who had completed their 2
years of training prior to becoming licensed. Learning for
ministry is a never-ending process, and it is expected that
the training will give the foundations for continued learning
and growth in ministry with colleagues in St Mark’s and the
other settings in which she is called to serve.

During her period of training, Anne supported St Mark’s in
leading a variety of services including, All Age Worship,
Remembrance Sunday and over the Christmas and Easter
period. As well as continuing to support the leadership in St
Mark’s, Anne is currently completing Funeral and

Chaplaincy modules and would like to explore this facet of
Ministry further.

Congratulations Anne!!

How you see your sense of ministry developing as a
result of your training towards being an Licensed Lay
Minister (LLM)?

Anne Nash Reflects over the past 3 years,

| see my call to LLM has strengthened over time. God was
calling me to this ministry for a number of years and has led
me from leading all age worship services as part of a small
team and giving the occasional sermon. Initially | thought
this is what being an LLM would look like.

How wrong | was! Very quickly | realised there was much
more to the ministry of LLM’s that | had imagined or known.
Over my first year, my knowledge and understanding of
God’s word, together with the structure and practice within
the Church of England, quickly grew.

By the time | was ready to receive the Bishop’s certificate
my incumbent (vicar) was retiring and our church was
moving into a vacancy. | saw my training and my leadership
skills coming together, confirming to me, that becoming an
LLM was what God was calling me to. | have now
supported St Mark’s in leading a variety of services over the
Remembrance and Christmas period, and | am actively
supporting the leadership in the church.

Over this time, | became aware that God may be calling me
to help the local air cadets. After some exploring and
training | now support this group of approximately 100
cadets on a regular basis.



So what next? | will endeavour to focus and listen to God The Very Reverend Fenton
and where he may be leading me. | am currently completing Morley, Dean of Salisbury, once
the Funeral and Chaplaincy modules and | hope to get a said, "There has been a relation
placement in our local hospital. | have always felt my calling between money and religion
from God was to be a nurse and in my 40 years of nursing, | ever since Noah. He was the
have worked at St Christopher’s Hospice since 1991 and only man able to float a
have held a senior nursing role since 2010. However, | am company when the rest of the
intending to reduce my working hours and use my time in world was in liquidation!"
ways which will enable my LLM ministry to develop and

grow. Barry

Anne

Anne was 4 - ul

licensed to be

a Lay Minister

at Rochester
Cathedral

Hall for Hire

Weekday mornings, evenings and weekends available

Well equipped kitchen, tables and upholstered chairs
Secure outside space
Overhead projector, microphones & hearing loop
Disabled access and toilets
Sprung floor for dancing

Maximum capacity 100 people

Aperfield WI Hall
4 Lebanon Gardens
Biggin Hill
TN16 3HA
aperfieldwihall21@gmail.com

07849 732964

» Meetings ¢ Parties * Dance/Exercise Classes * Craft Classes  Toddler/Play Groups
Preferential rates and storage for regular hirers
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THE BIGGIN HILL & DISTRICT
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Well hello, if you're not already a valued member then why
not join us this year 2026 or maybe you’d like to buy an
annual membership for a family member, friend or
someone special. It’s just something a little extra and
different, for maybe a Birthday, Christmas present or just
a treat!

If you’re interested, all you have to do is give our
membership secretary Helen a call on
07866 706165 or email helen.wanford18@gmail.com
It is £10 per household for a year’s subscription which
entitles you to free entry to all our shows and evening talks!

"We do hope we’ve *& 1
talked you into
joining us!

The ‘Moving Church News’

The Moving Church News is the bi-monthly magazine of St. Mark’s Church,
Biggin Hill. Although it is produced by St. Mark’s Church it is a community
magazine which hopes to reflect the different clubs, societies and
organisations in the locality.

If you are involved with one of these, any information about your group or its
activities or future events can be sent to the editor for possible inclusion in a
future issue.

You can send your contribution to neil.walkerz@gmail.com or take it to the
Parish Office which is at the entrance to the Church Hall, or post it to St.
Mark’s Church, Church Road, Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB.

The next issue will be published from the 2nd August and the deadline for
contributions is the 17th July. The dates other future issues can be found on
page 31.

12

Registered Charity

Na: 1056336 Biggin Hi"

gt .
£3 Community
32 Care

it Association

Biggin Hill

Day Centre

The Day Centre helps to support those who are
experiencing physical disability, isolation,
frailty, early stage dementia and carers
needing respite from their caring role.

* Professional Care Staff

+ Afriendly and sociable environment
« A wide variety of activities

* Three course meal & refreshments

The Day Centre is open on Tuesdays
and Thursdays (10.15am - 3pm)
at St. Mark’s Centre,
Church Road TN16 3LB

BHCCA Office: 01958 577400
bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com
Bigginhillcommunitycare.org
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The Chartwell Gamnear st

House Clearance and Waste Disposal Services

Professional, sympathetic clesrance, collection and washe management
solutions you can rely on making a stressful task, hassle free. Donated goods

are resold through our network of charity shops, the proceods
dedicated to our fundralsing projects.

t ; ltems unfit for sale are recycled or disposed

of safely at a competitive rate, snsuring
waste is kepl to & minbmem,

Our charity shops am located n Selsdon, Tatsfleld and
Peckham and our services are evallable across these areas
as well as London, the South-East and Kant

_
E DRSS | T: 07777 761411

'%‘_ "F';"'T W: chartwellcancertrust.co.uk

. G gm | E: cellections@chartwellcancertrust.co.uk

Commirted to improving the lives of cancer and leukeemia patients and
encology communities by moking o real difference to concer care.

Mothers of the Famous

Columbus' Mother: "l don't care what
you've discovered, Chris. You still could
have written."

Michelangelo's Mother: "Mike, can't you
paint on walls like other children? Do you
have any idea how hard it is to get that
stuff off the ceiling?"

Batman's Mother: "It's a nice car, Bruce,
but do you realize how much the
insurance is going to be?"

Goldilocks Mother: "I've got a bill here for
a broken chair from the Bear family. Do
you know anything about this, Goldie?"

T: 01959 466024
W: carpetbright.ub.com -
Albert Einstein's Mother: "But, Albert, it's 7 L: J,;_-.}
your school photo. Can't you do y
something about your hair? Styling gel, CARPET

| -

mousse, something...?" CARFET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAN NG

At St. Mark’s.....

| Baby & Toddler Group |

St. Mark’s Music - songs Every Monday from
and fellowship with a lively touch. 10.00 am in the Church Hall

; during school terms. Contact the
Call Chris on 01999, 700815 for"parish Office for details - 01959

577816 - or just come along.

Home Groups

Please contact the Parish Office

Home groups meet every on 01959 577816

fortnight for fellowship and Bible
Study. For more information |
contact the Parish Office

15t Biggin Hill Guides |

Please contact Rosemary
Spurway on 01959 575717
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MINI CABS

AIRPORT CARS BIGGIN HILL
YOUR LOCAL
LICENSED MINI CABS

01959 540550
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What's On at The Arts Society Limpsfield

Our Society began as Limpsfield Decorative and Fine Arts Society over 40
years ago. We have adapted to many challenges over that time,
particularly Covid. We cover a wide range of interests: famous artists and
lesser, re-discovered artists but also design, films, dance and music. Our
top-quality speakers bring their subject to life in a fun and inspiring way -
proven to be an enjoyable and memorable event that is good for your well-
being!

We are also very active in visits, art galleries, historic subjects - The
Huguenots for example, London Walks and summer garden and house
visits. We have one lecture on the last Wednesday of each month in May
and June, an illustrated lecture in St Peter’s Hall, Limpsfield. It takes place
at 7.15 for 7.30 pm. Before each session we have a social meeting and
meet friends, starting 45 minutes before the lecture. New members and
guests are very welcome and a half year membership is £21.

Miniature Portraits - Tiny Treasures close to our hearts by Cindy Polemis
Wednesday 27 May 2026 at Limpsfield Church Hall, RH8 0DG at 7.30pm
Guests £10 cash on the door. Evening only lecture - come early to enjoy
refreshments

Whether used for diplomatic gifts or tokens of love, between the 16th-19th
centuries miniatures were commissioned as small portraits which could be
held in the hand or placed inside lockets creating an intimate relationship
between the owner and sitter. | look at the history of these tiny treasures of
art.

Joseph Duveen: Charismatic crook or the world’s greatest art dealer?
By Mark Meridith on Wednesday 24 June 2026. At Limpsfield Church Hall
Starting at 7.30pm, Guests £10 Cash on the door

Come early to enjoy refreshments

“Europe has a great deal of art, and America has a great deal of money,”
remarked Joseph Duveen. One man who was perfectly positioned to
combine charm with creative salesmanship, convincing tight-fisted titans of
Wall Street (Frick, Morgan, Mellon efc.) that art was more important than
money - art - and, “when you pay high for the priceless, you're getting it
cheap”. Without Duveen, there is no Frick; and, without Duveen both the
Metropolitan Museum in New York and The National Gallery of Art in DC
would struggle, or even fail, to be considered world-class today.
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MASON & COLE

HOME & GARDEN SERVICES

Fur & Professsnns| Foorsail Cosahing

Any jobs, ideas or unstarted projects

you h;nven”t- been able to get arou;md to? 'nnTan

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Get ready for spring. clearing,

N

shed builds, fences fixed and built,
DECORATING & HANDYMAN Every Monday Evening
Need thi fixed, flat K. H
any p(rasjectslﬁ%seclgfaﬁn; al/)/aacs;ects s & BIGGIN HILL

HOME EXTERIOR CLEANING i/ (Chaem Breis Sparts Sanee n »

d-12 Year Oids - Gpm - Tpm

' i B Outdosd Failinies
LA Quialifed] Caailees

Pressure washing drives, patios, facias etc.

CAR VALETING

Treat yourself your car to a spring clean
and protect it for the year

Call or WhatsApp me to see how | can help.

o [hrills, Fpm Games, Mlalches L Tourn amsnis

. . Call o789 G 153
Free estimates - Local business Imait: daed dioetiefo il le.co.uk
professional, trusted & fully insured Pl Mesptefocus. cum

BLINDS e SHUTTERS
- CONSERVATORY BLINDS

Verticals | Rollers | /.
Pleated | Conserva tory Bli nds 1 Plantat on Shutters

ucts from top named brands to choose from

to BS EN13120
ialist Blind supplier based in Biggin Hill

To discuss your requirements call us on: 01959 509179
email: info@benasa.net or visit us online at www.benasa.net

- E = N A

safe The difference is in the detail
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Birthday Pamies, Holiday Dubs & 1.1 Clatse

DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS



...to support St Mark’s Church and you
can gift Aid your donation too

It's so easy...

Please go to our website by scanning the QR code
with your phone and then select 'web’.

OR

type https://www.movingchurch.org/support7/
into the app you use to search the web.

Then follow the instructions on screen. You will need
your debit or credit card.

THANK YOU!

Mobile
Chiropodist

Chiropody undertaken
in the comfort of
your own home

Mandy Gifford m.mnstcnp

HCPC Registered

|Registered Member of the Institute
of Chiropody and Podiatry

Tel: 07944 763045

Keeping up with
everything at St. Mark’s.

If you want to receive a regular
email giving all of the details of
events and services at St. Mark’s
please send your details to Chris
Walker. Her email is chrissy.
walkerz@gmail.com. Your email
address will not be passed on to
anyone else.
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DAVID RUDD AND SON
PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD

COMMERCIAL &
DOMESTIC
ENGINEERS

2D

Full central heating systems and boiler
exchanges carried out for GAS, LPG
and Oil (Kerosene)

Installers of Worcester, Valliant and
Glow Worm boilers with up to 12 year
warranty.

All types of Plumbing, Heating and
Drainage

Boiler breakdown — Diagnostics an

Repairs Tﬂ&;"

Full bathroom design
and installations

Tel: 01959 577072
Mobile: 07831 641664
07957 940905

e-mail:davidruddandson@hotmail.com

We pride ourselves on our
workmanship. WRAS Approved
Institute of Plumbing
ACIPHE RP

(T unncesTER ﬁ
[ I“!-F"" .

Church Registers

FUNERALS

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His
compassion never fails; every morning they are renewed”

Joan Margaret Prichard
Alice Louise Anthea Mcclelland (née Pocock)
Ruth Rangecroft
Brenda Joyce Mason
Frank "George" Orgill

Jean Marjorie Davies
BURIAL OF ASHES

Margaret Jane Pyman

Flowers for Church

If you would like to make a
donation towards the cost of
flowers in church for a
particular week, to mark an
anniversary or a special
event, please contact either
Caroline Budimir on 01959
576093 or the Parish Office
on 01959 577816
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Reflexology

Are you looking for relaxation, improved quality of
sleep, boosted energy levels and restored vitality?

Reflexology is a natural route to improved well-
being. Pressure is applied to areas of the feet,
enhancing the body’s own healing process to

optimise both physical and emotional health.

To book a treatment please

;.-‘:if";“ contact
L= S Caroline IIR MAR
— 07870 568 615

'# E i 3 h

CAR - BODY - PAINT - CORRECTION
Cosmehc weficle repars - Smart reosir plus+
Avaid lease return cost
and profect your po claims boaus
Bumper scuffs, scratches, whaels, mirnor and
headlights - Pairitless dend remowal
Maar socident repains - repaints
Erd of b2ase repams and pregaralion
Valeding and machine palishing

CALL DH WHRTEAP L5 TODAY Hased in Keston Yilage
ARG GET & FREE ESTIMATE  Caliaction vk Buiry available

07307 479799 Crzr 30 pEQTS 2507 lENdE

LOOKING FOR...
AN ACCOUNTANT?
A FINANCIAL ADVISER?

‘We combire experance with o proocive aparecch; rovicdng aly
business finonces, fow plarming., ond weolth monogement fo del
£ Forponciises solLtions

ﬂ'kfmﬁ'qllﬂm

Makw\g/ your gowder o delight!
e mowing » weeding
o digging « planting
e pruning » hedge trimming

o pressure washing

Phone : 01959 570244
Email: ovchardgordening.tnl 6@gmail.comy

Five ElIms PCN

Biggin Hill Health and
Wellbeing Café

Join us at our cafe for a health
and wellbeing session as well as
other activities.

The cafe will take place between
10am - 12pm on the second
Friday of each month at
St. Mark’s Parish Centre,

10, Church Road,

Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB

ﬂmm‘hﬁh WOy ¥oU want to e

------
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@ Eulverh{::use & Co.

FOR BIGGIN HILL, BY BIGGIN HILL

Church Road Recreation Ground

11:30am

PARKING IS VERY LIMITED AND WILL BE PROHIBITED IN CHURCH ROAD

e ARENA DISPLAYS « ARTS & CRAFTS « DOG SHOW -« BEER TENT
e GRAND RAFFLE « FOOD & DRINK -« LIVE BAND - BIRDS OF PREY
e FUN FAIR « FACE PAINTING -« COMMUNITY INFO « FUN RUN

-

LONDON

AIRPORT

BIGGIN HILL Tyg CROWN INN

RLR

Goldsmith Ltd

LEAVES GREEN

‘.S U




SHIRLEY COX DANCE STUDIO
24, Aperfield Rd. Biggin Hill
TN16 3LU

MONDAY
7.00-8.00 Beginners Ballroom & Latin Class
8.00-9.00 Improvers Ballroom & Latin Class

TUESDAY
7.30-9.30 Private Lessons

WEDNESDAY
5.00-6.00 Children’s Ballroom & Latin Classes

THURSDAY
10-00-12.00 Coffee Dance (No instruction)

FRIDAY
9.30-10.15 Fit Dance
4.15-5.00 Grade1 Ballet &
Grade 1 Gymnastic Dance
5.00-5.45 Grade 4 Ballet &
Grade 2 Gymnastic Dance
6.00-6.45 Adult Tap

SATURDAY
Private Lessons

All enquiries please tel: 01959 572859
or email info@shirleycoxdance.co.uk
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Enjoy a warm welcome at our
Lunch Club.

The Lunch Club is held at St. Mark’s Centre, Church Road,
Biggin Hill TN16 3LB from 12 midday until 2pm on Wednesdays.

A three course meal is provided which our kitchen staff cook on
the premises. Enjoy the company of others and be served by our
friendly volunteers. After the meal, hot drinks are served.

Please call if you would like more information. There is a charge
and places have to be booked in advance so 9
. - please conact us for more details. 01959 577400 e
‘ ?. ~ bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com
. / / bigginhillcommunitycare.org
A

e e ¥
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Keeme IT
Slmp e

SO ol

= Data Backup
= Data Recovery
= E-maill Support

= WNew Device Setup

> Instruction & Tuition
* Cleaning & Cooling

> Virus & Malware Removal > PCs & Laptops
> Hardware Upgrades = WiFi Devices
> Remote Support > Printers

= Small Business Support > Smartphones
> WiFi Routers & Networking > Tablets

= Cloud Storage > Televisions

07375 416 176

dankisit.couk - v kisit.couk 0 T T _
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ALLENBY _
“COACH HIRE

WELCOME TO DUR DAY TRIFS DEFARTING FROM BIGGIM HILL ARES
Fick up paint from opposibs Waibtross, Eiggin Hill

Tusscday 16 Bune - Vieald & Dosnkard Musaom, Sussax - C40pE Sn E9Tpp Ad
Tharsday 18 Jums FHenbsk Lady Boat Trp 5 Fsh & Chps, Maasione - EGGpp
Tuasday 23 June — Osy Trp b Herme Bay - EZEpp

Thaursday 25 Jurss — RHS Wislay . Guddlond - F41on RHS 2500

Tharsday 2 July — Casla Farm Lavarcer Fislds Tour & Pokil Ga-dean Candra - T4 1p0
Friday 3 July — Parbam Mouse & Ganderes, Sussex - £41po

Tharsday 8 July — Cay Tnp I Beahdl or FHaslings - E250

Wadnasday 1% July — Day Trp o Bognor o Ltiehampion - E2Rpn

Moy 20 ily — DAy Trip 19 Ses et Ersal - EI3T0p

Friday 24 July — Pensturst Plass, Kanl- £417pe

Twesday Z8 Fuly — Essingsicke Canal Hoatk Trg & Pub Lu—ch, Hampshine - EGZ2pp FULL
Tuwesdoy £ August = Koe Gardens, Liondon = £480

Friday 7 Auguat — Ef Fauls Waldan Bary, Hichan - E42pp

Maorslay 10 Augusl — Cay Tripg b CambBridga - £37TEE

Thaur=day 13 August — Enslooarne Simhow - C08pp

Friday 21 Augusi — Dy (o o Wehilsizbls - E2Epp

Wedlnasday € Augusi — BEsdmonl Housa, Faversham inn. bour £ Plougmses - ERZ2pp
Friday 28 August — Day Trip 0 Daal - E050

Thursday 3 Septambar - RES Wialey Floser Shasw & Gandans - £41pp RHS £28pa
Wednesdyy ¥ Sepdombssr — 51 ALans karks: Day - E850

Momday 14 Seplomiber — Balmmans, Susson - B0 pp MT E55mn

Tuwassday 22 Beplamider — Day In Sallsbury - S30pF

Friday 25 S e bar — M ckalliam Priany, Sisese - £35550

B0 MOy
THURSDAY 18 NOVEMBER - ERICKELANE SPECIAL MEW FOR 20206
MUSICAL CHRISTTAAS WOMDERLAND INCLUDENG AFTERNOON TEA £20PF

Tal: 81853 110035
Emall pnguiricsiiiaiten byrcoschhirn. co. uk wwy allsnbycooschhis. ooous

The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.

If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be
happy to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection
Regulations, please ensure you have the permission of the person to
be prayed for.

Please contact the Church office. The times the office is open can be
found on page four. A message can be left on the answer machine
outside of these times - 01959 577816

10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB

If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s Church,

24

PRUNING SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER

FLOWERING SHRUBS

Deciduous shrubs that flower in spring and early summer benefit
from annual pruning to encourage strong, healthy shoots and
abundant flowers the following year. Pruning promotes vigorous
growth, improves the long-term health of plants, helps manage
size and structure, and ensures reliable flowers, fruit and
extended seasonal interest.

Pruning is also beneficial for wildlife. Woody shrubs are valuable
habitats, particularly for
birds, as dense growth
provides nesting sites as
well as flowers, fruit and
nectar. This time of year
avoid pruning during early
spring when birds may be
nesting.

The ideal time to prune is
immediately after flowering,
allowing maximum time for
new growth to develop and
form next year’s flower

buds before the end of summer.

When pruning deciduous shrubs, always begin by removing the
“three d’s”: Diseased, Dead and Damaged material. It is also
advisable to remove any crossing or rubbing branches, as these
can create wounds that may allow disease to enter the plant.
When renovating older shrubs, removing around 30% of agelng
stems will encourage vigorous new -
growth.

Cut back flowered wood to strong young
shoots lower down the stem. Ideally,
these shoots should already be actively
growing rather than relying on dormant
buds. Overgrown shrubs can also be
renovated by pruning back hard. This
often results in a flush of vigorous new
growth, which should later be thinned to
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maintain healthy development and improve airflow through
congested branches.

Useful tools for the task include a strong, sharp pair of secateurs,
loppers, small folding pruning saw for thicker wood and
gardening gloves for protection.

Although pruning can sometimes feel drastic, it encourages
healthy new growth and better flowering the following year.
Shrubs that respond particularly well include, Deutzia, Ribes,
Physocarpus, Philadelphus, Forsythia, Weigela.

This work should ideally be completed by mid-July to allow
sufficient time for strong growth to develop before the end of
summer. As hard pruning can place plants under stress, it is
advisable to water thoroughly afterwards and apply a generous
mulch around the base to retain moisture and aid recovery.

Mediterranean plants such as lavender should be pruned soon
after flowering using a pair of sharp hand shears. Cutting just
above the oId wood, but never into it, as these plants tend not to

. B reshoot from bare wood.
In some cases, you may
be rewarded with a
second flush of flowers
in late summer.

Similar plants, such as
rosemary — now
reclassified as Salvia —
should be pruned in late
spring or early summer

: after their first display of
flowers. This helps reshape the plant and encourages further
flowering. The same applies to Cistus, helping to maintain shape
and reduce excessive woody growth.

Hardy fuchsias can become excessively large if left unchecked.
Once the threat of frost has passed, they can be cut back hard in
mid to late spring. Likewise, Buddleja davidii can be pruned in a
similar manner. However, its cousin, Buddleja weyeriana —
originally from South Africa and noted for its mustard-yellow
flowers — should be pruned later, from late April into May.
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If you are unsure or lack confidence, start by pruning only a
small number of stems and observe how the plant responds.
Confidence and experience will grow over time.

The Biggin Hill Horticultural Society have some forthcoming
events to whet your appetite this summer. All talks and event are
at St Mark’s Church Hall, Church Road, Biggin Hill. Evenings
from 8 to 10 pm (doors open at 7.30) refreshments, garden
sundries, plants to purchase and raffle are available and our
Summer Flower Show opens to the public at 3pm, tea and cake
available.

Wednesday June 17t Talk by Kevin Tooher on “The Rights and
Wrongs of Pruning”

Saturday July 11t Summer Flower Show

Wednesday July 15 Talk by Neil Miller on “The Famous Roses
of Hever Castle”

Call Nick Hagon (Biggin Hill & District Horticultural Society)
01959 575799 between 6.30 and 9pm, should you require further
information about joining!

Thank you
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Sevenoaks Philharmonic Choir
conducted by Rolyn Sevastos

WEST END

e Opera | My Fair Lady | South Pacific

THE MOVING CHURCH NEWS

IS THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF
St. MARK'S CHURCH, BIGGIN HILL

St. Mark’s is known as the “Moving Church” as in the 1950’s it was
constructed from materials brought from the redundant church of All
Saints North Peckham. This remarkable feat of dismantling and building
carried out by local Biggin Hill people was accomplished through the
initiative and vision of the then vicar, The Revd. Vivian Symons. He
mobilised the local parishioners to create a truly worthy parish church in
place of their ageing corrugated iron building. This fascinating story is
recounted in an illustrated colour guide available from the Church.

St. Mark’s is a pilgrim church; we do not simply accept the status quo, we
are on a spiritual journey as pilgrims of old, actively seeking to draw
closer to God and discover His will both in our own lives and the life of our
local church and community which we love and serve. We are anxious
“not to store up treasures here on earth” but to use all our church
resources given by God, in His service and for His glory.

We want to share the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ with all
those in our parish and neighbourhood. Hopefully this is portrayed by the
way we live our lives, and speak to others.

We respect that we are all children of God, and we want to discover Christ
in each other, encouraging personal growth in our individual relationship
with each other and with Jesus.

Worship is an integral part of our love for God, and we want our services
to reflect dignity and sensitivity as well as joy and thanksgiving.

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill - People’s Prayer
Dear God in Heaven who loves us so much,
Thank You for everything You do and provide for us.
We pray for Your church and community here in
Biggin Hill, that we may know Your plans for us
in this special town.

Especially, we pray for help in bringing all Your
children to You, so they may come to know You fully,
through our actions enabled by Your Spirit,

And through the life, teaching and example of

Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
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COMMUNITY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich
Benefit Enquiry Line
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I.
Biggin Hill Community Care Association
Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens
Sophie Dunbar
Jonathan Andrews (Darwin)

Biggin Hill Evening W.I.
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society
Biggin Hill Library
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company
Biggin Hill Residents Association
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Biggin Hill Romanian Group
Biggin Hill Society
Biggin Hill Scout Group
Bromley Council — Office Hours
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours
Bromley Social Services --- child referrals
Bromley Social Services --- adult referrals
Childline (confidential helpline for children)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley)
Community Links, Bromley
Crimestoppers
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries)
Doctor’s Surgeries —

Stock Hill Surgery

Norheads Lane Surgery
Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline

0208 315 1850
0800 88 22 00
01959 571360
01959 577400
07900 171266
07929 365228
07811 313 559
01959 700973

01959 575799
01959 528053

01959 701829
07763 215037
01959 575717
07802 575417
01959 572569
07983 447721
0208 464 3333
0300 303 8671
0208 461 7373
0208 461 7777

0800 1111 (24 hr)

0208 315 1940
0208 315 1900
0800 555 111

0343 222 7777

01959 580011
01959 574488
0808 2000 247

Electrical power cut - to be connected to the local network operator 105

FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League)
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill)
New Life Church
NHS help line when you need medical advice
Police: Non Emergency Reporting

Local Safer Neighbourhood Team:

Princess Royal University Hospital
RAF Biggin Hill Memorial Museum & Chapel

St. Mark’s Parish Office

Schools - Biggin Hill Primary
Charles Darwin Secondary
Cudham Primary
Oaklands Primary
Tatsfield Primary

Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000 24 hr -

Textphone for hard of hearing
Spitfire Youth Centre
St. John Ambulance
St. Theresa’s Church

Thames Water

Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response
Valley Hall Community Association

Victim Support Scheme

Westerham Hill Baptist Church

01959 572209 or

01959 572386
0800 111 999
01959 701765
01959 571667
111
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020 8721 2820
01689 863000
01959 422414
01959 577816
01959 575846
01959 574043
01959 572673
01959 573963
01959 577356
08457 90 90 90
08457 90 91 92
01959 574835

01959 701281
01959 563226

0845 920 0800
07903 852 090

01959 573917/570020

0208 776 7071
01732 867516

The Next Moving Church News

Month Deadline Distributed from
Aug - Sept 17" July 2" August

Oct - Nov 11" September | 27" September

Dec - Jan 27 | 13" November | 29" November

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more

information or for advertisement enquiries please contact Neil Walker -
neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office

Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
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Parish office: 01959 577816

Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

schools. Please contact Neil as above.

ﬁ st mark's biggin hill - 'the moving church'
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BIGGIN HILL, 186 MAIN ROAD
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