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Welcome to the Moving Church News
the bi-monthly magazine of

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill

Saturday 28th June 2025
11:30am — 6:00pm
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St. Mark’s Parish Church,Biggin Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill,Kent, TN16 3LB
Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

li st mark's biggin hill - 'the moving church’

Vicar Revd. Alison Newman 01959 540482*

Church Wardens Patrick O Sullivan 01959 572684
Rohan Perera 01959 574355

Reader/Evangelist Mark Newman 01959 540482*

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
9.30 am to 12 noon

*Please Note - Revd Alison Newman and Mark Newman will be retiring on

the 30" June so the telephone numbers above will not be answered after

that date. From the 1 July please contact the Parish Office for any queries
or information.

Services at St. Mark’s

First Sunday in the month

8.00am Communion -
Book of Common Prayer

10.30am All Age Worship

Other Sundays
10.30am Parish Communion

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion Service

Retirement

o Why don’t drummers come out of retirement? Too many
repercussions.

o | know lots of jokes about retirement, but none of them
work.

o What do retirees call a long lunch? Normal.

| shall be retiring at the end of June and this has prompted me to
ask several people their views on retirement. The majority have
told me — ‘I'm so busy now | don’t know how | found the time to
work!” Also how much they enjoy the freedom retirement brings.

Our society does tend to be ageist though — actresses complain
they can’t get parts when their looks fade or newsreaders being
sacked for being ‘too old’.

However the oldest person to board a U.S. Space Shuttle was
Senator John Glenn, who was 77 at the time. He emphasised
the view that we shouldn't let age define us:

‘Too many people, when they get old, think that they have to
live by the calendar.” John Glenn (1921- 2016) He certainly
proved age was no barrier.

| rather like the words of the comedian George Burns (who lived
to a 100) and wrote: ‘By the time you're eighty years old
you've learned everything. You only have to remember it.’
George Burns (1896-1996)

I'm sure we can all subscribe to that!

Roget had a rather obsessive personality and to keep calm he
had made lists since he was a child. At 61 he retired from
medicine, and he now had time to spend all day making one
huge, all-encompassing list of words, and that's exactly what he
did.

Twelve years later, when he was 73, Peter Roget published his
giant list of words as a book, Roget's Thesaurus of English
Words and Phrases, otherwise known as "the Thesaurus." You
may have had one yourself; | did. In fact, he kept working on it
until he died at 90

The bible is not ageist and has lots of examples of people living
to a ripe old age and still being active. Abraham was 75 when
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God called him to leave his home and go to an unknown
destination. Moses was over 80 when God told him to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt. Anna and Simeon were elderly when they
encountered the baby Jesus and his parents in the Temple.
There are plenty of others who God used in their old age. The
bible has a very positive view on being elderly and the value they
add to society.

God has plans and purposes for us. No matter what our age,
we’re never too old for God to use us. Maybe as we get older we
can’t do so much physically, but we can still be a listening ear for
other people and we can still be involved in helping in our local
community.

Since Mark and | moved here nearly 10 years ago we have been
so impressed by the number of people who help out in a variety
of ways in the community and the number of community groups.
It really does feel as if we live in a village, where people look out
and care for others.

There are many aspects of life we shall miss here, and certainly
the people we have got to know. We want to thank you all for
making us so welcome.

Now it’s time for us to journey on and see what adventures God
has in store for us!

Revd. Alison Newman

Introducing Biggin Hill’s best-known
beekeeper and his wife

John and Margaret
Williams came to Biggin
Hill in 1962. At this time
there were around 3,000
inhabitants.

John was born in
Pembrokeshire in 1934,
living in the war years on
a dairy farm near Llys-y-
fran. There was no
running water, electricity
or tractors. The farm had
a deep well near the house and water had to be hand pumped. In
addition to the dairy herd, his parents kept chickens, ducks, geese,
pigs, and sometimes turkeys for Christmas. They owned two shire
horses, a cob and a pony.

There were several similarities to Biggin Hill in the early 20th century:
for a child, there were endless possibilities for all day exploration, tree
climbing, and getting muddy. Unlike Biggin Hill, there was a river, the
Syfnwy, which was his favourite play area: rocks, a waterfall and trout
fishing. John and his brother Gwilym had a new playmate for a while:
an evacuee from London, Peter. This was John's first encounter with
anyone who did not have Welsh.

L '..
Methods used for the annual haymaking B e
were traditional: John remembers i ., 1 RN

driving a horse drawn rake and a horse
drawn hay-turner. This harvest and also |
the digging of potatoes involved many o
neighbours, who were rewarded with
food and home brew. At an early age,
John was inducted into milking cows,

M pand paary featuee & Mhis ook




cleaning out the cow shed, skinning moles and feeding the 100
chickens, but not killing the pig!

One year, John and his brother were rewarded with a black pony
straight off the Preseli Hills. After breaking her in, they took every
opportunity to ride her: visiting grandmother at Newport, or riding to
his weekly piano lesson in Maenclochog. Here, the lesson took place in
the parlour of the Railway Hotel pub. John, Gwilym and Peter would
travel by pony and trap to school and tether the pony there. No one
questioned the fact that three boys under the age of 10 were allowed
to ride in this way on a public road!

The local primary school comprised about 20 children, including
several evacuees. One teacher took the 5-6 year olds, while the
headmaster, Lloyd Richards, taught the 7-14 year olds. At Narberth
Grammar School, John would stay in lodgings from Monday to Friday.
During the 'Great Snow' of 1947,
John stayed there for 5 weeks.

The fanly o0 e Seach
o Newor!

On Sundays John and his family
would attend chapel at Horeb, a /
but the annual 'Pwnc' festival mvoIved other local chapels where the
children and adults had to recite scripture, then answer questions and
give opinions. One event that had a great impact on him was his
baptism on a cold day in April aged 15: full immersion in the river!
Then there was the Maenclochog eisteddfod, where John would
compete in the piano solo.

On leaving his family, John took a student apprenticeship with GEC
based at Castle Bromwich Hall. One night, with no warning, he was
tipped out of bed — an induction prank by the ex-public schoolboys on
his course. In February 1952, the day after the return of the young
Princess Elizabeth from Nairobi, the whole group were huddled round
a small TV screen. The moment the national anthem began, the entire
group rose to their feet. John followed their lead, not knowing of this
strange custom!

Margaret was born the same year as John, but not in Wales! She grew
up in Erdington and began work at the City of Birmingham Children’s
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John [right) in 2 guartet competing at the
Nabtional Urdd Eisteddfod held at Fishguard
in the eardy 19505

Department. One evening in 1955, she was
persuaded to attend a square dance in
Birmingham. Partners changed frequently
during the evening, but when everyone was
told to take a seat, Margaret happened to be
partnered with... John! So the two sat down
together to talk. John ended up walking her home, right out to the
suburbs ... and they married in Sutton Coldfield two years later.

Meanwhile, for his National Service in 1955, John was posted to West
Germany, looking after transport for the garrison. John undertook a
‘winter warfare course’, which meant learning to ski. He also led a
group of 12 soldiers on a 120 mile walk over 4 days: the International
Four Days Marches at Nijmegen, Holland, which still attracts thousands
from all over the world. While in the Army, John finished his Advanced
Mathematics professional exams — the papers were sent out specially
for him to the army base. He was now qualified as a Chartered
Engineer.

John began work with GEC and his work on Green Archer involved
building part of the control mechanism to track mortar bombs. He also
worked on HMS Hermes, developing systems to demagnetise ships.
GEC then brought him to Magnet House, Kingsway — he used to drive
up to central London! This is what brought them and their three
children to Biggin Hill: Allenby Road, then Sutherland Avenue. One
further area was project engineering with the Reed Paper Group in
Aylesford.

In the 1970s he went to the
Electricity Council, based in
Trafalgar Square, with the brief
of developing alternatives to
fossil fuels. He even used an
electric car in the late 1980s.
With a 50 mile battery limit,
John could reach central London
and get back home. Margaret

The farmiy i 1963
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had to use the car sometimes, dreading the return trip from . : : :
Westerham. Biggin Hill Health and Wellbeing Cafe

Margaret loved Biggin Hill from the start. She recalls a conversation

with Jim Huckle of Biggin Hill Primary, who congratulated her on being Join us at our cafe for a health and wellbeing session as
the first person to have interviewed him on his suitability to be her well as other activities.
children’s headteacher!
The rural nature of her new village reminded her of her 9 months of The cafe takes place between 10am - 12pm on the
evacuation to Lindale, Cumbria, her mother’s home village. Margaret's second Friday of each month at
grandmother had heard of the serious bombing in Birmingham in 1940 St. Mark’s Parish Centre,
and called her there. On returning to Birmingham, Margaret was not 10, Church Road,
e I prepared for the surprise awaiting her: as she Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB

% got off the train at New Street Station, she
recalls the shock of finding streets devastated
by bombs.

After the children had left school, Margaret’s
dream of becoming a primary teacher came

ETABTING GUT WiTH
RN true: she attended Coloma College, later

teaching one-to-one. What was the best part of
coming to Biggin Hill for her? Margaret felt at
home, not least the welcome from the local

Baptist church.

John started beekeeping in 1980 and until Covid kept about 20 1 3 -

colonies. He is a Master Beekeeper and examiner. Many local people Ha” fOl' H ire .
have enjoyed the fruit of his bees’ labour, and his! In addition, John Weekday mornings, evenings and weekends available

has been organist at St Mark’s church for the last 15 years. Well equipped kitchen, tables and upholstered chairs

Last year John and Margaret both turned 90. What an achievement! Secure outside space _
Overhead projector, microphones & hearing loop
Disabled access and toilets
Sprung floor for dancing

Maximum capacity 100 people

Aperfield WI Hall
4 Lebanon Gardens
Biggin Hill
TN16 3HA
aperfieldwihall21@gmail.com

07849 732964

» Meetings ¢ Parties « Dance/Exercise Classes ¢ Craft Classes * Toddler/Play Groups
Preferential rates and storage for regular hirers
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Do you like Gardening?
Then why not join us?
BIGGIN HILL & DISTRICT
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Up coming dates !

EVENING TALK
WEDNESDAY JUNE 18TH - 8pm
"How to grow and care for Fuchsias"
Speaker Carol Gubler

SUMMER FLOWER SHOW

SATURDAY JULY 12TH

Doors open to the public 3pm

(If entering and displaying in the show please set up between
8.30 am -11.30 am Saturday morning)

EVENING TALK
WEDNESDAY JULY 16TH - Spm
"Riverhill Himalayan Gardens & Ferns"
Speaker: Misako Kasahara

Supporting people over 50

Registered Charity
No: 1056336

@

Wednesday

The"lEI r'?é:rl?dﬁll chl?ubl

Enjoy a warm welcome at our Lunch Club which
is open from 12.15pm until 2pm. A three course
meal is provided which is cooked on the premises.
Afterwards hot drinks are served. Transport within
Biggin Hill can be provided at a small cost.

ﬁ\i‘kﬂ

Our Day Centre provides a friendly
and sociable environment where
you will be supported by our

professional care staff.
Start the day with a cuppa and a chat!

Morning and afternoon activities. Three course lunch cooked on the
premises. The Centre is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Centre
provides respite for carers

Assisted
Shopping
Our Assisted Shopping takes place on Thursday mornings and is for Biggin

Hill residents who live independently but need help with their weekly grocery
shop. Call Annette on 01959 700411.

Do you have difficulty doing
your grocery shopping?

Our Art Group meets on Wednesdays from

2pm. Everyone is welcome from novice to

expert. Light refreshments are provided. A
small donation is requested for each session.

For any information regarding entering into the shows, shows or
evening talks please contact:
Nick Hagon on: 07923 017617 or Dick Treacher 07817 860553

ST MARK'S CHURCH HALL,
CHURCH ROAD,
BIGGIN HILL.

For membership please contact: Helen Wanford on: 07866 706165
(www.bigginhillhorticulturalsociety.co.uk
12 Facebook: Biggin Hill & District Horticultural Society

All places must be booked in advance. For more information,
please call us on 01959 577400 or email
bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com.

You can also visit our website: bigginhillcommunitycare.org
or scan the QR code.

We hire St. Mark’s Hall, Church Road for our Day Centre,
Lunch Club and Art Group.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
BHCCA needs help with transport for our members for the Lunch Club
(Wednesdays) and the Assisted Shopping (Thursday mornings). If you are
able to use your own car to help and would like more details, please call
Annette on 01959 700411 (for the shopping) or the Centre number
01959 577400 (for the Lunch Club.)



sam.. Paul’s Midsummer Madness
S 24 Hour Cycling Challenge 21 - 22 June 2025

w
3 {
Local resident Paul Clark is taking on an epic challenge cycling up and down Stock Hill,

REG. CHARITY

No.11¢354 Biggin Hill, in 24 hours to raise £24,000 for The Chartwell Cancer Trust.

www.chartwellcancertrust.co.uk

CONTACT: 01959570322  The equivalent of cycling to the summit of Mount Everest!

EVERY PEDAL STROKE COUNTS!

Paul is raising funds towards the build of a new Cancer Information Centrefor the Chartwell Cancer
& Leukaemia Unit at The Princess Royal University Hospital, Farnborough. This vital resource will
support patients and families in navigating the emotional and financial challenges of cancer.

Watch Paul take on this incredible challenge and
cheer him on! Commences top of Stock Hill.
Saturday 2ist June, 9am.

Main Sponsors: Ben-efit Bike Fit Studio, Biggin Hill Social & Sports Club,
Design Your Hype, Elliott Construction & Landscaping Ltd,
Inwood Properties Ltd, Jtech Controls Ltd,

Kelsey Park Lodge 5701, Luminate, S T Brown (Electrical) Ltd,

The Framing Centre Tunbridge Wells

Local resident and endurance enthusiast Paul Clark is preparing for an
extraordinary test of stamina and determination to support cancer patients
and their families for local cancer charityThe Chartwell Cancer Trust. On
21st June 2025, Paul will be conquering Stock Hill, Biggin Hill’s steepest
climb, at least 240 times in 24 hours. That is a staggering fifty metres of
vertical ascent per lap, adding up to a total climb of over 12,000 metres.
Higher than the summit of Mount Everest.

This monumental challenge aims to raise £24,000 towards funding the
planned creation of a new Cancer Information Centre at the Chartwell Unit
in The Princess Royal University Hospital, Farnborough. The centre will
provide crucial support and guidance to patients and families navigating
the challenges of a cancer diagnosis.

Paul’s challenge will begin at 9am, where he will be cheered on by
supporters and volunteers collecting donations. The local community is
encouraged to come along, show their support, and help keep his spirits
high as he battles every lap. Determined to see it through, Paul has
committed to pedalling for the full 24 hours, even if he reaches his goal.
“This is more than just a physical test; it is about making a real difference
for those facing cancer,” Paul said.

14

Local businesses and community members are rallying behind Paul’s
inspiring challenge, and there are still plenty of sponsorship
opportunities available. Senior Trustee of The Chartwell Cancer Trust,
Michael Douglas added that "We urgently need more spaces where
people affected by cancer can turn for support. The new centre will be
a place of comfort, advice, and care when people need it most. We
hope Biggin Hill will come out in force to support Paul. Every cheer,
every donation, will help build something truly meaningful for local
families affected by cancer."

To donate and support Paul’s challenge, visit:
www.justgiving.com/page/paul-clark-3

For more information, interviews, or media enquiries, please contact:

Michelle Calthorpe 01959 570322 afLL
mcalthorpe@chartwellcancertrust.co.uk =

AT

www.chartwellcancertrust.co.uk Ei ;
i
"

MINI CABS

AIRPORT CARS BIGGIN HILL
YOUR LOCAL
LICENSED MINI CABS

01959 540550
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Maintaining our garden during the summer

With the current weather breaking records, there are already
hosepipe bans on the horizon. We once again revisit how we can
reduce plant stress at this time of year, due to the dry conditions
we are dealing with. Some methods can be introduced now,
while others can be dealt with in the autumn and winter.

Watering is time consuming and is done whenever we have the
time or not at all. However, a
cool evening is best, whether
by watering can or hosepipe.
Alternatives are bath and
washing up water, both just as
good as tap water. Consider,
redirecting wastewater into
your water butts is an
alternative. Water during the
cool of the evening, any -
evaporation is then vastly reduced and easier for the plant to
- absorb the moisture.

Watering larger plants will
need substantial amounts
of water. To help the plant
absorb the moisture, mulch
. the plant heavily, soon

A, after, with either home
made recycled garden
compost, bark chips of

T : =4 even grass mowings. This
WI|| reduce the evaporatlon and allow the plant to take it up as
and when required.

Every February, once the winter rains have replenished the
ground, is the good time to mulch the borders, using a variety of
materials on offer or make your own. A good thick mulch, 4” or
10cms, will also help with weeding in summer.

16

Currently, garden centres are awash with flowering plants,
attracting customers to buy tender annuals, biennials and
perennials, also known as bedding plants. Choosing plants can
be difficult and with dry conditions to consider, the choice
becomes more challenging. With little help from garden centres,
here are a few fast rules to help you choose.

“Right Plant, Right Place”, is often spoken and its true. Plants
with silver or grey foliage are always a good choice for hot, dry
conditions. The following are sound choices, such as Stachys
Lanata or lambs’ ears. Their light leaf colour reflects the harsh
rays of the sun while others have a coating of fine hairs, helping
to trap moisture around the plant and keeping dust and dirt out.

Plants for containers and hanging baskets can be difficult, for
instant colour, Geraniums, Gazania, Lantana, Salvias and
Petunia, are excellent
plants for this purpose.
Hanging over the edge
of baskets, plants with
silver leaf or petunia will “es#
also do well. To assist
with watering, add water
saving granules, they
hold and release water
slowly, they are o

generally available atall =

good garden centres.

Check the RHS website for more information

Ideally during springtime re-pot your containerised plants into a
slightly bigger pot. There are several shrubs and perennials that
enjoy hot dry conditions, whether in a container or in the border.
Lavender is always a must, the more sun, the more scent they
give off. Nepeta or cat mint, there are new varieties available
these days, check them out. Pervoskia, the Russian sage, again
silver leaf, wonderful, scented foliage, Artemisia, Agapanthus,
Bearded Iris, Rosemary and Santolina or Cotton Lavender, all
tolerate dry hot locations. Perhaps purchase seed packets of the

17



Mobile
Chiropodist

Chiropody undertaken
in the comfort of
your own home

Mandy Gifford m.nstcnp

HCPC Registered

Californian poppy,
Eschscholzia, cast your
seed over any bare
spaces in your border or f il )
in a container. They will
flower all summer.

Gateway to the Gliﬂm

» These are just a few that
will thrive in these
® conditions. For further

- : S help, use the RHS
website or go to the Beth Chatto website, a wonderful,
informative website and nursery in Essex.

|Registered Member of the Institute
of Chiropody and Podiatry

Tel: 07944 763045

Dates for your diary. DAVID RUDD AND SON
Orchard PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD
The Biggin Hill & District Horticultural society holds many events : : Gawdew COMMERGIAL &
th: « o T e T ENGINEERS
Wednesday June 18" “How to Grow and Care for Fuchsias” by Making your garden o delight!
Carol Gubler aking delight : :
« mowing « weeding Fullhcentral hea_tlndg sytsftemé:gdl_%oclaler
Saturday July 12tf“ Summer Flower Show; flowers, fruit, . digging « planting and Sﬂ%ﬁsé%asrgr?e)ou e
vegetables, handicraft, photographs and floral arrangements, * pruning » hedge trimming ,
plants for sale, raffle, refreshments and garden sundries. Doors * pressure washing wstallers of ‘{,{f;{gg%ﬁ[ﬁﬂ“;”} gr;,‘lar
open at 3pm, presentation of cups and raffle at 4.20 pm. Phone : 01959 570244 warranty.
. . . maili orchowr dening. @gmail. . .
Wednesday July 16t :“Riverhill Himalayan Gardens and Ferns” i bbbl i 1 | Altypes of Plumbing, Heating and

by Misako Kasahara —— Drainage
_ _ Your local g Boiler breakdown — Diagnostics and
Wednesday August 20" “Gardening & The Five Ways to Well friendly pest e o S Repairs .

Being” by Alison Marsden.

Full bathroom design
and installations

Tel: 01959 577072
Mobile: 07831 641664

company

Evenings from 8 to 10 pm (doors open at 7.30) refreshments,
garden sundries, plants to purchase and raffle are available.

Thank you 07957 940905

e-mail:davidruddandson@hotmail.com
Nick Hagon Contact us for expert advice wo‘ii“;'n'ﬁ,t‘,%ﬁti‘;?@%‘I,X‘ésg;p‘:g‘ced
nsttute o umbpin
Biggin Hill & District Horticultural Society 01959565 777 ACIPHERP
01959 575799 between 6.30 and 9pm info@safeguardpestcontrol.co.uk . P— i
= AR
B el L. (O[S | | Lokt
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At St. Mark’s.....
SRS [ 6eby & Todder Grow |

St. Mark’s Music - songs
and fellowship with a lively touch.

Call Chris on 01959 700815 for
more details

Every Monday from

10.00 am in the Church Hall
during school terms. Contact the
Parish Office for details - 01959

577816 - or just come along.

Please contact the Parish Office
on 01959 577816

| Home Groups

Home groups meet every
fortnight for fellowship and Bible
Study. For more information |

contact Alison on 01959 540482

15t Bigqin Hill Guides |

Please contact Rosemary
Spurway on 01959 575717

ALLENBY _
~COACH HIRE

DAY THIPS BIGEIN HILL ARES
PICK UP - OFPOSITE WAITROSE, MAIN ROAD, ElIGGIN HILL

Monday I Bume — A Day al Easlbour e - £25pp

Thursday 12 June — Waddasdan Maner, Pucks Tealblscuits an arrheal - ER5pp MT E31pp
Wednasday 10 Jurs — Wey & Snun Canal Baat Trip, Sessex - Dd6pp

Tuasday 24 June — & Cay in Margate or Broadstaés - E25pp FULL

Ihiursday 3 July — Chicheaber Boal Craize with Fish & Chips £55pp

Friday 11 July — A Day at Deal E5bpp FULL

Thursday 17 July — Birdwaorkd, Famnam 3550 £414d4

Wednesday 23 July - A4 trip ko Worthing & The Martyrs Chuch, Gosing - E36pp

Friday 25 July — A Day al Gognor on Litllelamplon - £25pp

Tuesday 28 July — Capel L& Ferne Memanial ToosUHawkings Ballle of Bailsin Musewm - Eddpps
Tussday 5 August — & Day in Reading and musaien baor o saa tha Bayaoe Tapseig - E13pp
Fridary B &August — Blanheim Falacs & Gardens Owfordshing - CS6hpn

Monday 11 Sugust — 4 Day wip io Whiltstable - £25pp

Wednasday 13 Auqual — Marwell Zoo, Hamgshire - S20pp Snr, E40pp &d, £32pp child

Friday 15 Awegust — A Lay g to Brighton - Z250p

Tussday 19 August — & p fo Teaterdan 1o Inc local miesaun tour - £20pp

Wednesday 27 August — Day Trip b0 Easibournes - £E35pp

Friday 29 Ausgusl — Vizil o Saville Gardens, Windsor, and River cruise wilth cream les - D51pp

SPECIALS
Wednesday 17 September Kent & Cast Sussex Steam Raibaay Trip - E4&pp
Saturday 22 Nowember - The Magic of Christmas, Bricklane Music Hall Matinee

with afterma=pn 1ea - ESlpp

Tal: 01ERD 330095
Ermail pnguiriesialalhen by coschhine ook
wrwrw.allenbycomchbine ooouk
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KeepinF IT
Simple

Solving all your technicol support worries, calmly and patiently
in your own home, by someone who cares

= Mew Device Setup

> Instruction & Tuition

> Cleaning & Cooling

> Virus & Malware Remowval
> Hardware Upgrades

> Remote Support

= Small Business Support

> WiFi Routers & Networking
> Cloud Storage

> Data Backup

> Data Recovery

> E-mail Support

> PCs & Laptops

> Printers

> Smartphones

= Tablets

> Televisions

= Wireless Security Cameras

07375 416 176
dan@kisit.co.uk




Biggin Hill Councillors

The proverb “all things come to those who wait’, means that with patience and
perseverance, one will eventually achieve the desired outcome or see their hopes
fulfilled.

When Melanie was first elected in 2014, one of the very first “important” meetings she
had, was up in the offices at Westminster with the then Orpington M.P. Jo Johnson
and the Deputy Leader, now Leader of the London Borough of Bromley and senior
representatives from Thames Water. This was driven after the previous 2 years of
frequent pleas for a more permanent solution to the constant water leaks on the main
arterial road in and out of the Village. The result of that meeting was the installation
of pressure reducing values which assisted with the issue for several years.

However, this temporary fix would only last for so long, before it too would fail. So 25
emergency bursts over the last 5 years resulting in crisis works and lengthy traffic
delays have finally had our persistent pleas being heard, and a new water main pipe
to be installed.

3.9 km of clean water pipe will be installed from Downe Road/A223 intersection all the
way to the roundabout at the bottom of Churchill Way over a period of 28 months.
The works will be carried out in short sections to try limit too much traffic disruption
and be controlled by smart traffic lights and operatives.

The works will be starting on 27 May 2025 and the teams will be working on site 6
days a week, Monday to Saturday. The aim is to provide a continual water supply to
all properties while the works are being completed.

We have attended many planning meetings not only with Thames Water but also the
contractor who will be carrying out the work. We have built up some good working
partnerships and have spent detailed time in the planning stages, which includes
talking to TfL and how the works may affect the service timetables. Robust
communication methods have been set up with the key stakeholders of the project
including us and we will be in regular contact with everyone.

We have asked for public drop in sessions during the project to ensure that the
community (should there be a need), can ask questions. The first session is already
booked for the 28 June 2025 between 11.30am and 3pm at the Biggin Hill Carnival.

We of course will continue with other long term projects over the forthcoming months
and hope to update you on, to mention only but a few, Jewells Hill resurfacing, the
leasing of the Pavilion, the continued use of the Spitfire Youth Centre as a Community
Hub while developing the Children and Family Centre in the Valley to provide a full
and holistic service for our 0 — 25 year old residents and their families.

As you know the BH Independent Groups motto? “We' Biggin Hill and continue to
prove it”.

Please feel free to call us or send us an email with any questions or queries, always
happy to chat and help.
Clir Melanie Stevens  Email: melanie.stevens@bromley .gov.uk
Mobile: 07900 171266
Clir Sophie Dunbar Email: sophie.dunbar@bromley.gov.uk
Mobile 07929 365228
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Biggin Hill
Councillors -
Catch up on our
antics on our
Facebook Page

Baptism

Cleo Giles was baptised
on Sunday 13th April.
Seen in the photo with

Alison, dad Adam, mum
Suzy and older brother

Ronnie.

What's On at The Arts Society Limpsfield

Vermeer and Music — The Art of Love and Leisure by Lydia Bauman
Wednesday 25 June 2025 EVENING LECTURE ONLY, 7.30 pm at Limpsfield
Church Hall, RH8 ODG Refreshments will be served BEFORE the lecture. Guests
£10 on the door.

The role of music and musical instruments in both life and art of the Dutch Golden
Age. This talk comes with musical excerpts which illustrate particular instruments
shown in paintings. Based on a popular exhibition at the National Gallery by the
same title some years ago.
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BRIGHTLIGHT
Electrician

Private & Commercial

NAPIT Part P registered
J.1.B. qualified
Over 30 years experience

Rewires
Additional points
Lighting
EV chargers
EICR test
Fuseboard upgrades

Call Terry on 07930 673210 CARPET
brightlight01@btinternet.com CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAN NG

T: 01959 466024

\W: carpetbright.uk.com

The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.

If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be
happy to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection

be prayed for.

found on page four. A message can be left on the answer machine
outside of these times - 01959 577816

10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB

Church Registers

BAPTISMS

“We welcome you in the name of the Lord”

Ava-Lily Taylor-Green
Cleo Elizabeth Giles

FUNERALS

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His
compassion never fails; every morning they are renewed”

Charles Roy Marsden (RAF Chapel)
Samuel Kobla Segbawu

BURIAL OF ASHES

Colin Sidney Wainwright
Dawn Rosemary Arnold
Roy Edward John Arnold
May Florence Rutter

Regulations, please ensure you have the permission of the person to

Please contact the Church office. The times the office is open can be

If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s Church,

Flowers for Church

If you would like to make a
donation towards the cost of
flowers in church for a
particular week, to mark an
anniversary or a special
event, please contact either
Caroline Budimir on 01959
576093 or the Parish Office
on 01959 577816
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YT Shmmmg Worle:

Reflexology

If you want to receive a regular

A looking for relaxation, i d quality of H
cloep, boosted energy Iovels and restored vitaity? email giving all of the details of
events and services at St. Mark’s
Reflexology i tural route to i d well- i i
being. Prossure is appliod {o arcas of the foet, please send your details to Chris
enhancing the body’s own healing process to Walker. Her email is chnssy,

optimise both physical and emotional health.

walkerz@gmail.com. Your email
To book a treatment please address will not be passed on to

o,
_.E_.-'ﬁ_ ) contact anyone else.
L S Caroline IIR MAR

e 07870 568 615

A Sea Symphony

The Lark Ascending
Vaughan Williams
Tintagel Baox

recipe huuk

W uLL 4 G

-.. =7 E'Ir_q'l
ST MARK'S CHURCH

Sevenoaks Phubarmonic Choir CHVRCH ROAD
pvenoaks Symphony Orchestra TNIG SLEB
_enndocred by Darrcll Davison TUESDAYS AT S“!ﬁFH
CALL SOPHIE ON 03929 Ses22F
The Stag Sevenoaks
?_a,ﬂprﬂ m m
Saturday 28 June BLUNDELLS SAQVASH CLVB
TJAIL LANE
. (OPP CHARLES DARWIN SCHOAL)
£6 students and U21 W6 SAV
B eaonic coni WEDNESDAYS AT 16:00AM
L Phane: 01732 450175 CALL SOPHIE ON 07929 SL522F
& thie doar
rew{ fox u] ceal support, real n::.ult:« (-5‘ ””my
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MASON & COLE

P i R

: .-:- FESSIC |r. |_-I-|:|..II". i CF:H. - H:UD.'I" = F'Alhl'. = C“'!JRHI:ET.I'.UH SH I RLEY COX DANCE STU DIO
HANDY MAN - PAINTING & DECORATING menhn:;;}:::m:;;..mm 24, Aperfield Rd. Biggin Hill
FLAT FACK BUILDS nnd'prdeﬁyml?nunl'ﬂ“m& bonus TN 1 6 3I—U
GARDEN MAINTEMNAMCE
EIEN WRITING Bumper sculs, scratches, wheels, mirror and
CAR VALETING & DETAILING “ﬂ:ﬁﬁ;ﬁ@?@“ﬁgﬂ MONDAY
i et i Sogthniq pnp el 7.00-8.00 Beginners Ballroom & Latin Class
4 RELIABLE AND TRUSTED PROFESSIONAL it bpdaiiuat i 8.00-9.00 Improvers Ballroom & Latin Class
CAUL R WA TR W TO0AY TO ThLx CALL DH WHATSARS 15 Tanay Hased in Keston vilage
THROUGH YOLR REQUREHENTS ’ oo
07850 321224 e —— ~ TUESDAY
7.30-9.30 Practice for competitors
The famous Methodist preacher Lord Soper was well-known for his quick wit.
Addressing a crowd at Speaker's Corner Hyde Park London, a heckler kept ) WE,DN ES DAY .
shouting "What about flying saucers?" Lord Soper eventually replied "I'm sorry, | 4.30-5.15 Children’s Ballroom & Latin Classes
can't deal with your domestic problems here!"
Barry TH U RS DAY
10-00-12.00 Coffee Dance (No instruction)

1.30-2.30 Line Dancing

ELINDS « SHUTTERS
- GDHSERVATDR"I” BLINDS

S| e FRIDAY

9.30-10.15 Fit Dance

4.15-5.00 First Steps Ballet from 4 years
5.00-6.00 Grade 2 Ballet & Acro Ballet
6.00-7.00 Adult Tap Class

SATURDAY
Private Lessons

All enquiries please tel: 01959 572859
or email info@shirleycoxdance.co.uk

erraadl  Indodibesnasos et Or Sl oS Ol e B e Deerascios e

o -rn-;_=-|; Trw i e, i m e i |
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COMMUNITY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich
Benefit Enquiry Line
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I.
Biggin Hill Community Care Association
Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens
Sophie Dunbar
Jonathan Andrews (Darwin)

Biggin Hill Evening W.I.
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society
Biggin Hill Library
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company
Biggin Hill Residents Association -
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Biggin Hill Romanian Group
Biggin Hill Society
Biggin Hill Scout Group
Bromley Council — Office Hours
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours
Bromley Social Services --- child referrals
Bromley Social Services --- adult referrals
Childline (confidential helpline for children)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley)
Community Links, Bromley
Crimestoppers
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries)
Doctor’s Surgeries —

Stock Hill Surgery

Norheads Lane Surgery
Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline

0208 315 1850
0800 88 22 00
01959 571360
01959 577400
07900 171266
07929 365228
07811 313 559
01959 700973

01959 575799
01959 528053

01959 701829
07763 215037
01959 575717
07802 575417
01959 572569
07983 447721
0208 464 3333
0300 303 8671
0208 461 7373
0208 461 7777

0800 1111 (24 hr)

0208 315 1940
0208 315 1900
0800 555 111

0343 222 7777

01959 580011
01959 574488
0808 2000 247

Electrical power cut - to be connected to the local network operator 105

FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League)
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill)
New Life Church
NHS help line when you need medical advice
Police: Non Emergency Reporting

Local Safer Neighbourhood Team:

Princess Royal University Hospital
RAF Biggin Hill Memorial Museum & Chapel

St. Mark’s Parish Office

Schools - Biggin Hill Primary
Charles Darwin Secondary
Cudham Primary
Oaklands Primary
Tatsfield Primary

Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000 24 hr -

Textphone for hard of hearing
Spitfire Youth Centre
St. John Ambulance
Thames Water
Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response
Valley Hall Community Association
Victim Support Scheme
Westerham Hill Baptist Church

01959 572209 or

01959 572386
0800 111 999
01959 701765
01959 571667
111

101

020 8721 2820
01689 863000
01959 422414
01959 577816
01959 575846
01959 574043
01959 572673
01959 573963
01959 577356
08457 90 90 90
08457 90 91 92
01959 574835
01959 701281
0845 920 0800
07903 852 090

01959 573917/570020

0208 776 7071
01732 867516

The Next Moving Church News

Month Deadline Issued
August-September 18" July 3 August
October-November| 12" September 28" September
December-January | 14™ November 30" November

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more
information or for advertising enquiries please contact Neil Walker -
neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office

Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
schools. Please contact Neil as above.

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill - People's Prayer
Dear God in Heaven who loves us so much,
Thank You for everything You do and provide for us.
We pray for Your church and community here in
Biggin Hill, that we may know Your plans for us
in this special town.

Especially, we pray for help in bringing all Your
children to You, so they may come to know You fully,
through our actions enabled by Your Spirit,

And through the life, teaching and example of
Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
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W. UDEN & SONS LTD

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Est. 1881

186 Main Road, Biggin Hill
Tel: 01959 573130

(24hr answer service)

OFFERING A FULL SERVICE
PREPAID FUNERALS AVAILABLE

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
on the premises

Continuing to build on the family

fraditions of personal and caring
service for over 100 years in the

area

We are always available to visit you personally to
make any necessary arrangements in the privacy of
your own home.

Branches at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham,
Dulwich, Bexleyheath & Camberwell




